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VANCOUVER INCOMES
ARE RELATIVELY LOW

 

Source: Conference Board of Canada (Canadian CMAs), Metro Atlanta Chamber New Economy Task Force 
Presentation (US CMAs) 

 
 
 
Vancouverôs levels of earned income, exports and productivity are relatively low. Exports bring wealth into 
the region that underpins consumption and locally-oriented industries, and exporting industries pay higher 
average wages. Higher productivity represents improved returns from the same level of work, which results 
in higher incomes. Aside from population growth, improved productivity is the most important means of 
achieving future economic growth. 
 

 
 

 

Total Provincial Exports* as a share of GDP(%), 2006     

NB Sask. Ont. Man. Que. Nf. & Lb. Alb. PEI NS BC 

72 68.9 66.8 62.2 57.6 56.3 56.2 55 46.7 45.8 

*includes international and interprovincial exports of goods & services 

Compiled by BCBC from: Statistics Canada, Provincial Economic Accounts 
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Χ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
catching up

 

Source: Conference Board of Canada (Canadian CMAs), Metro Atlanta Chamber New Economy Task Force 
Presentation (US CMAs) 

 

Between 1998 and 2007, the Canadian economy grew by an annual average of 2.5%  
-BC Progress Board, 2008 

 

ñA significant share of Canadaôs economic activity is located in its largest centres. In 2004, the census 
metropolitan areas (CMAs) of Toronto, Montréal and Vancouver accounted for over a third (35.2 per cent) 
of national economic activityé Big citiesô share of national and provincial economic activity has been 
increasing (on an absolute basis) over the past 20 years...ò 

-Canadaôs Hub Cities: A Driving Force of the National Economy. Conference Board of Canada, July 2006 




